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immediate surroundings to the exclusion of the more
remote."
There was, therefore, more in the idea of swadeshi
than mere political advantage. It made the Indian more
Indian-minded, conscious of the struggle between him
and his rulers. Swadeshi became the symbol of the op-
pressed, the symbol of liberation.
There was also an economic aspect to it which could
not be easily ignored. For half the year, because of
climatic conditions, the agricultural laborer found it
difficult to earn a living. Spinning khaddar became a
means of relieving the enforced idleness of months. It
became a new source of income, however small. Some
said it was an exaggeration to regard the spinning of a
little khaddar as a means of relieving the economic
distress of the country. The profits out of spinning
khaddar were negligible. But in the poverty of India
with its abnormally low wage-earning capacity and the
poor living conditions of its people, a few rupees a year
made a great difference.
There were other reasons why hand spinning was
pre-eminently suited to India. Khaddar did not require
any capital or costly implements to put it into opera-
tion. The spinning wheel cost less than a dollar and
yarn was almost negligible in price. To spin khaddar
required little talent or specialized skill. It asked for
no physical exertion. Yet, next to food, it had universal
and permanent value. It found for itself a ready market
and produced the required income. No one could ob-
ject to it on any religious or social grounds. It did not
interfere with caste, creed or religion. In a country of
700,000 villages, the minutest improvement in village
life collectively became a gain which could not be
Ignored.